
2018 GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
AND ADVOCACY UPDATE

NOTE: 
Please adapt this presentation for your audience and time constraints.

It is important not to eliminate any of the slides that cover our priorities (slides 14-21).

However, in the interests of time, you may need to focus on only 2 or 3 accomplishment highlights 
(slides 7-11).
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1)  Highlight (a few) Advocacy Accomplishments

2)  Cover our priorities, and the challenges ahead

3)  Invite audience (in your community) to join the TEAM: 
“Here’s what YOU can do!”

AGENDA – for today, and for your presentations:

Raise 
voice

Talking points:

Whether it’s a part of a formal presentation or a casual 5 minute chat:  remember - people are 
inspired by the work we do.  We’re a team fighting to win – on behalf of a just cause.  Once 
you’ve engaged your listener’s interest in our work – ask them to join our team.  And, THEN, give 
them something specific to do.

• At the end of the presentation to day, we’ll share a few general suggestions and resources 
for inviting others to raise voice and take action.

]
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OUR MISSION
To prevent and cure diabetes
and to improve the lives 
of all people affected by diabetes.

Talking Points:

As an association, we lead the fight against the deadly consequences of diabetes and fight for 
those affected by diabetes.  Everything we do in our Government Affairs and Advocacy work is in 
direct support of  our vital mission –

To prevent and cure diabetes and to improve the lives of all people affected by diabetes.
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M I S S I O N  I N  AC T I O N

The ADA is focused on three strategic imperatives

Drive  
discovery

Through research, 
partnerships and 
innovation on a global 
scale, drive discoveries 
to prevent, manage and 
ultimately cure diabetes.

Support 
people

Provide new, effective 
resources for individuals 
living with and at risk of 
developing diabetes and 
for the health care 
professionals serving them.

TYPE 2 Raise 
voice

Intensify the urgency 
around the diabetes 
epidemic, and mobilize
bold action through 

advocacy and engagement.

Talking Points:

To ensure we are fulfilling our mission to our highest potential, all association activities, including those in 
Government Affairs and Advocacy are  guided by a strategic planning process.

We are now in the 2nd year of a strategic plan structured around three strategic imperatives.  As this slice 
shows, those three imperatives are:
• Drive Discovery
• Raise Voice
• Support People

It’s very obvious to see how our government affairs and advocacy work fits within the RAISE VOICE 
imperative.  As volunteer and staff advocates, together, from across the nation, we speak out every day –
through emails or face-to-face meetings with  policy makers, through public testimony or providing public 
comment on policies, through social and traditional media outreach and more.

However, our work also more than  just touches on the other two priorities :
1. Drive discovery, and
2. Support people

As we share our 2017 accomplishment highlights and our priorities for 2018 today, you’ll see the many 
ways our work supports these priorities.  Watch for the symbols on this slide on the slides throughout the 
presentation which signal how our activities tie-n to these three imperatives.
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5 General Advocacy Goals

Increase federal and state funding for diabetes 
prevention, treatment and research

Prevent diabetes 

Improve access to  adequate and affordable health care

Eliminate discrimination against people with diabetes

In all areas, there is an ongoing commitment  to ending health 
disparities.

Talking Points:

Advocacy at ADA has five main areas of focus:

These five areas are:

1. Increase federal and state funding for diabetes prevention, treatment and 
research

2. Prevent diabetes 

3. Improve the availability of accessible, adequate and affordable health care

4. Eliminate discrimination against people with diabetes

5. In all  of the focus areas, there is an ongoing commitment to ending health 
disparities.
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2017 Highlights

TALKING POINTS
Whether you’re addressing your CLB, or another audience in your community, always include mention of 
our recent victories in every presentation you give… people want to be part of a winning team – so make 
sure they know about the great things we’ve done! 

We don’t have time today to cover every one of our 2017 victories… And you won’t have time to cover 
them all in your presentations, either:

• As a follow-up to this webinar, you will receive a 2 page document of our 2017 achievement 
highlights.  This is a great document to print an share with your Community Leadership Board, 
or other audiences you may address.

• When you’re doing an advocacy presentation, whether formal, or informal,  I suggest choosing 3 or 
4 items from the achievements document that are especially relevant or interesting to your 
audience.  

• If you’re not sure what to highlight, reach out to your State Advocacy Director for help.

As you hear about these accomplishments, I hope you’ll join with me in feeling a sense of pride about how 
– coming together, as advocates all across the country - we’ve stood up and RAISED VOICE on behalf of 
people with diabetes in the past year.  

Together, we’ve achieved a great deal!  

4/2/2018



www.diabetes.org/advocate    1-800-DIABETES 7

• 30 state level wins: protected existing levels of health 
insurance benefits and improved consumer protections and benefit coverage

• Joined with other patient and provider organizations to defeat federal attempts 
to defend the Affordable Care Act from various repeal efforts in Congress 

• Helped improve Medicare’s coverage policy for the National 
Diabetes Prevention Program

2017: HEALTH COVERAGE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Talking points
[State] Taking a deeper look at the state wins, it’s worth flagging we achieved these wins in a very difficult 
political climate. Our wins protected existing levels of health care insurance benefits for millions of 
Americans in states across the country by defeating proposals to repeal previously passed state health 
insurance mandates, sell plans without mandated benefits, or allow the sale of lesser health insurance 
products across state lines. We defeated proposals that would have harmed health care access and 
coverage for millions of hard-working, low-income families on Medicaid. We improved consumer 
protections in health insurance for millions of Americans across the country.  Increased access to 
prescribed medications for millions of Americans and added important new benefits to state Medicaid 
programs, like the National Diabetes Prevention Program, that will help millions stay healthier.

[Federal] Congress has made several attempts at repeal and replace this year.  Even for political junkies, it 
was hard to keep up - First the American Health Care Act, then the Better Care Reconciliation Act, then 
Graham-Cassidy…

BUT we weren’t daunted.  We knew that people with diabetes were counting on protections from 
practices like preexisting conditions exclusions, annual or lifetime caps, or higher premiums because of 
health status or diagnosis.

So we joined in coalition with many other health organizations – (American Heart Association, American 
Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, American Lung Association, AARP, etc.)

Collective advocacy efforts both within the coalition and by the Association and our advocates gained 
national media attention and helped defeat the repeal of the ACA numerous times. 

And, while it appears that the immediate threat to many of these principles has passed; we know we can 
expect continued threats in the future.  

[Medicare NDPP] available to millions of Medicare beneficiaries starting April 1, 2018.

4/2/2018
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2017: HEALTH DISPARITIES ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Supporting public policies to reduce health disparities through:
• Policies aimed at reducing food insecurity
• Increasing access to recreational space in high risk communities
• Increasing state support for programs and infrastructure like offices 

of health equity
• Protecting and improving access to culturally appropriate health 

insurance

Talking points
[State] The Association successfully lobbied to reduce health disparities in states across the country 
through a variety of policies including those aimed at:
• Reducing food insecurities through healthy food financing; surplus food programs; increasing access to 

free and reduced price meals in high poverty schools, etc.;
• Increasing access to recreational space in high-risk communities;
• Increasing state support for programs and offices of health equity or minority health.
• Protecting and improving access to culturally appropriate health insurance including translation 

services.

4/2/2018
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2017: PREVENTION ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Supported public policies to prevent diabetes: 
• School based policies for physical fitness and nutrition
• State coordination on diabetes to shine a light on the burden 

of diabetes and prioritize recommendations for a better future
• Funding for diabetes prevention programs 
• Policies aimed at reducing consumption of sugary beverages

Talking points
[State] The Association successfully engaged in prevention policy in states across the country.  Our efforts 
included supporting policies that:

• Increase requirements for physical education and physical activity in schools across the country and 
improve school food programs;

• Promote state coordination on diabetes prioritizing policy recommendations that can make a difference 
in the burden of diabetes;

• Secure funding for diabetes prevention programs;
• Reduce consumption of sugary beverages.

4/2/2018
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2017: INSULIN AFFORDABILITY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Insulin Access and Affordability Working Group 
Met with stakeholders across the insulin supply chain.  GOAL: making policy 
recommendations in 2018 for viable long-term solutions that will bring down the 
cost of insulin for individuals with diabetes. 
• Held more than 200 congressional meetings
• Met with HHS Secretary and FDA Commissioner
• Collected 266,000 petition signatures
• Gathered more than 600 patient, caregiver, and provider stories to aid in advocacy

Talking points
Convened an Insulin Access and Affordability Working Group and met with stakeholders across the insulin 
supply chain with the goal of making policy recommendations in 2018 for viable long-term solutions that 
will bring down the cost of insulin for individuals with diabetes. We held more than 200 congressional 
meetings, collected 265,000 petition signatures, and received more than 600 patient, caregiver, and 
provider stories to aid in our advocacy

4/2/2018
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2017: CALL TO CONGRESS

251 advocates, including:
• Diabetes Advocates from across the country  
• High-profile researchers
• Team Tackle members,
• Association staff 

Talking points
At Call to Congress in April,  251 advocates including high-profile researchers, Team Tackle members, 
Association staff, and volunteer Diabetes Advocates from across the country stormed Capitol Hill and 
raised voice for our legislative priorities in a challenging political environment.

4/2/2018
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2018 Priorities

Talking points:

So, now that you have a few examples of recent accomplishment to share in an advocacy presentation, 
we’re ready to talk about our priorities and goals for the year ahead!

4/2/2018
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State and Federal
Legislative and Regulatory Priorities

13
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Diabetes Research and Programs Drive  
discovery

Priorities:

• Increase overall funding dedicated 
to diabetes research, programs, 
and clinical translation of research.

• Protect research opportunities.

TALKING POINTS

As it relates to diabetes research and programs, we have an overarching goal at the state and federal levels 
to increase funding for diabetes research, programs and translation, and to protect research opportunities.

14
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Diabetes Research and Programs Drive  
discovery

Increase funding, including, not limited to:
• The National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases at the 

National Institutes of Health.
• The Division of Diabetes Translation at the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention.
• The Special Diabetes Program for type 1 research and programs in American 

Indian/Alaska Native communities.
• The National Diabetes Prevention Program to support community-based 

programs to prevent type 2 diabetes.
• Diabetes research and prevention programs in states.
• Innovative funding for diabetes research and programs.

Talking points 

Most funding for diabetes research and programs comes from the federal government. Congress deals 
with hundreds of competing priorities in each year’s budget and it is the ADA’s responsibility to make sure 
the voice of diabetes is heard loud and clear. ADA is the leading voice for increased funding for the 
divisions of NIH and CDC that focus specifically on diabetes.  

Fiscal Year 2018 official began on October 1st, but the federal government is operating under a continuing 
resolution, which means we have been advocating for FY 2018 and FY2019 funding simultaneously. The 
current continuing resolution lasts 6 more weeks, expiring on March 23rd.

On Monday of this week, the President’s fiscal year (FY) 2019 budget was released. 

Unfortunately, we don’t have great news:
• CDC: Again, the Administration proposed consolidating the chronic disease and health promotion 

efforts at CDC. The FY2019 budget includes $939 million for these activities, including a $500 million 
America’s Health Block Grant (an initiative which was also proposed in FY2018). CDC has not yet 
published the FY2019 Congressional Justification (CJ), but we expect it to show the Division of Diabetes 
Translation (DDT) zeroed out as a division that would be supported by the block grant, as it was in 
FY2018. The CJ will also have a funding request for the National DPP, so we do not have an exact value 
for that request yet. ADA requested $185 million for DDT and $25 million for the National DPP.

• NIDDK: The Administration proposed $1.965 billion in FY2019 (a $42 million cut from the current 
FY2018 continuing resolution (CR) level of $2.008 billion). ADA’s ask is $2.165 billion. (NIH as a whole 
receives a nearly $1.4 billion increase, but the majority of this funding goes to opioid abuse measures.)

• SDP: The President’s budget moves both components of SDP from mandatory spending to discretionary 
spending. 

15
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M I S S I O N  I N  AC T I O N

Access to Adequate and Affordable Health Care

Ensure public and private health insurance 
coverage options provide adequate and affordable 
access to the medications, tools, education, and 
health care necessary to meet the Association’s 
Standards of Medical Care in Diabetes, including, 
but not limited to, those under: 

• The Affordable Care Act 
• Medicare, Medicaid 
• State-mandated benefits 

Talking points

The accessibility and affordability of health insurance remains a high priority in the diabetes community as 
highlighted in our survey results. In 2017 Congress and the Administration made many attempts to repeal 
the Affordable Care Act. And many states attempted to eliminate laws requiring plans to cover diabetes 
care, and to scale back patient protections. As LaShawn discussed, most of these attempts were 
unsuccessful, due in part to incredible action by ADA and devoted Diabetes Advocates like you.

16
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M I S S I O N  I N  AC T I O N

Access to Adequate and Affordable Health Care

• Oppose weakening of existing 
protections for people with diabetes 
and prediabetes in federal and state law. 

• Make insulin affordable for all who need 
it and increase transparency throughout 
the insulin supply chain.

Talking Points
As mentioned in the previous slide, the Association’s commitment to preserving adequate and affordable 
health care remains high. While threats to the ACA may take a back seat this year as Congress shifts to 
other priorities, we do expect continued efforts by the Administration and states to chip away at the gains 
we’ve made. So it is essential that ADA remain vigilant to keep patient protections in place and to 
encourage legislators and regulators to work to strengthen our nation’s health care system and protect 
people with and at risk for diabetes. 

We will also continue to advocate for transparency across the insulin supply chain and for viable long-term 
solutions that will bring down the cost of insulin for all who need it.

17
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M I S S I O N  I N  AC T I O N

Prevention

• Assess the burden of diabetes and 
prediabetes to develop, implement, 
and promote diabetes prevention 
policies and programs.

• Reduce obesity, improve nutrition, 
and increase physical activity in 
communities.

Talking points

As it relates to prevention, our focus in 2018 will be on broad-based prevention policies aimed at reducing 
the burden of diabetes including:
• School based policies for physical fitness and nutrition
• State coordination on diabetes to shine a light on the burden of diabetes and prioritize 

recommendations for a better future
• Funding for diabetes prevention programs and 
• Policies aimed at reducing consumption of sugary beverages

18
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M I S S I O N  I N  AC T I O N

Discrimination

Ensure:
• Students with diabetes are medically safe and have 

access to the same educational opportunities as peers 
without diabetes. 

• Laws and policies for private and commercial driver’s 
licenses result in fair treatment of people with 
diabetes.

• Fair treatment of employees with diabetes.  
• Fair treatment of people with diabetes accessing 

places of public accommodation and public services..

Talking points

Ending discrimination is a key aspect of our work to improve the lives of people living with diabetes, and 
this legislative & regulatory priority aligns our work in this area in some key areas:
• We will continue to pursue opportunities to ensure students with diabetes are medically safe at school 

and have equal access to educational opportunities in the school setting and at school sponsored 
activities. To date, 33 states have achieved the three main tenets of our Safe at School campaign.

• We continue to oppose & defeat discriminatory driver’s licensing proposals and to monitor 
development of a new federal commercial driving rule on diabetes – in progress for nearly 12 years

• We continue our work to ensure people with diabetes are treated fairly in the workplace, to include 
rules on employer wellness programs

• Finally, new for 2018 is a priority to ensure the fair treatment of people with diabetes accessing places 
of public accommodation and public services. This priority will allow us to engage, in coalition with 
other disability partners, to defeat attempts to roll back protections of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act and attempts to impose burdensome and inappropriate notice requirements before one can bring a 
lawsuit

19
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M I S S I O N  I N  AC T I O N

Health Disparities

• Promote health equity among 
at risk populations affected by 
diabetes and prediabetes.

Source: Saskatoon Health Region – Advancing Health Equity.
https://www.communityview.ca/infographic_SHR_health_equity.html 

Talking points

As you know, African Americans, Latinos/Hispanics, Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific 
Islanders, American Indians and Alaska Natives are more likely to have type 2 diabetes than their Caucasian 
counterparts. Cutting across all ethnic and racial groups, both elderly and low income Americans are also 
at increased risk.

These populations are also more likely to experience differences once they are diagnosed; to have a poorer 
quality of life; greater severity of disease; poorer access to treatment; and higher rates of disability and 
death.

The reality is that the social and economic determinants of health (such as education, poverty and access 
to resources) are elated to disparities across populations, so that when we focus on addressing those root 
factors, we get closer to achieving health equity.

We consider health disparities in all that we do as stated at the top of our priorities document, but this 
including promotion of health equity as a legislative and regulatory priority allows us to seek specific policy 
change at the federal, state and local levels that addresses the disparate impact of diabetes on minority 
populations. 

20
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M I S S I O N  I N  AC T I O N

Advancing Treatments and Technology

• Provide scientific expertise 
to regulators on issues related to 
diabetes and the need for improved 
means to treat, monitor, and prevent 
diabetes.

Talking points

Just as we did in 2017, this year we will continue working with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to 
provide scientific expertise on the need for improved treatments for people with diabetes and prediabetes.

21
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LEGAL ADVOCACY

TALKING POINTS

Our  mantra in Legal Advocacy is educate, negotiate, litigate, and legislate – trying to resolve the 
discrimination at the earliest step possible.  

Legal Advocacy is a core component of the Association’s strategic plan goal to Raise Voice and Support 
People, igniting a movement to protect the rights of people with diabetes through an aggressive campaign 
that combats the stigma of diabetes and highlights the seriousness of the disease.  

Our 2017 accomplishments and our 2018 Legal Advocacy priorities reflect that call to action. 

22
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Legal Advocacy provided direct assistance to 1,876 individuals:
• Most prominent - denial of or poor diabetes care by schools, child care 

programs, or correctional facilities (nearly 400 cases) 
• Also common- difficulties getting reasonable accommodations in the 

workplace, or termination from job because of diabetes 

We educated thousands of people with diabetes, families, advocates, health 
care teams, and others about the legal rights of people with diabetes. 

2017: LEGAL ADVOCACY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

TALKING POINTS

Legal Advocacy provided direct assistance to 1,876 individuals facing discrimination in 2017. We helped 
people in every state and in Puerto Rico. The most prominent issue involves denial of diabetes care or the 
provision of poor care by schools, child care programs, or correctional facilities (nearly 400 cases). A 
significant number of people who contacted us in 2017 had difficulties obtaining reasonable 
accommodations in the workplace, or faced termination from their job because of diabetes. 

Our resources were incredibly stretched this year, and we helped more people directly than we ever have 
before, and with a smaller team. What’s notable about this accomplishment is the quality of service we 
managed to provide despite very limited resources. While helping nearly 2,000 people, staff created more 
than 200 new issue-specific resource documents which were provided to people needing help. 

In addition to helping people with 1-on-1 assistance, we also educated thousands of people with diabetes, 
their families, advocates, health care teams, and others about the legal rights of people with diabetes 
through Advanced School Advocacy Trainings, Safe at School workshops, and presentations and trainings at 
the National Police Accountability Project meeting, ADA PostGraduate meeting, and Children with Diabetes 
conference. 

4/2/2018

23



www.diabetes.org/advocate    1-800-DIABETES 24

2017: LEGAL ADVOCACY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• Provided education on diabetes for the Transportation Security 
Administration’s entire workforce

• Supported litigation against the Federal Aviation Administration for rules 
regarding medical certification of pilots with diabetes

TALKING POINTS

We supported litigation against the Federal Aviation Administration for its rules regarding medical 
certification of pilots with diabetes, for a second time filing a brief in support of pilot Eric 
Friedman in a lawsuit at the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. In fact, that 
case is being heard at the DC Circuit this Friday. 

We strengthened our collaboration with the Transportation Security Administration by providing 
education on diabetes for the agency’s entire workforce and serving on a panel at the TSA’s 
annual disability and multicultural coalition meeting. 

4/2/2018
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M I S S I O N  I N  A C T I O N

2018 LEGAL ADVOCACY PRIORITIES:
SAFE AT SCHOOL

• Enable young people with diabetes to be 
safe and have the same opportunities as 
their peers at: 
– school and school-related activities, in 

preschool, primary, secondary, 
postsecondary education 

– day care
– summer camp, other educational and  

recreational programs

TALKING POINTS

We will continue to ensure young people with diabetes will be safe at school and have the same 
opportunities as their peers at all school activities – from preschool through college – and in all childcare 
programs like daycare, summer camp, recreational programs, and other educational programs. 

As you heard me say earlier, a big focus of our work here and continuing into 2018 is our lawsuit against 
the Army Child, Youth & School Services for its policy that excludes children with diabetes from its 
programs. Activity in 2018 will be focused on our appeal of the district court’s decision. 

25
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M I S S I O N  I N  A C T I O N

2018 LEGAL ADVOCACY PRIORITIES:
EMPLOYMENT

Enable workers with diabetes to: 
• Successfully manage their diabetes 

• Be free from discrimination

• Advocate for adoption of rules and 
policies that reflect appropriate use 
of diabetes science and medicine in 
employment decisions.

TALKING POINTS

We will continue to fight to make sure workers with diabetes can hold any job for which they are qualified, 
can manage their diabetes on the job, and can otherwise be free from discrimination. 

A continued area of focus for us is ensuring the Association’s Standards of Care are not used 
inappropriately by employers seeking to use clinical treatment tools, like the hemoglobin A1C test, to make 
employment decisions.

A focus in 2018 will remain breaking down blanket bans, including our years’-running efforts to change the 
rules for commercial drives and pilots with insulin-treated diabetes. 

26

4/2/2018



www.diabetes.org/advocate    1-800-DIABETES 27

M I S S I O N  I N  AC T I O N

2018 PRIORITIES: PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS, 
GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

• Enable people with diabetes to safely manage 
their diabetes in, and have equal access to: 

– places of public accommodation,
– government programs and services, including 

licensing and airport security 

• Ensure appropriate law enforcement response 
and medical care in custody and detention

TALKING POINTS

We work to ensure people with diabetes can be safe and are treated fairly in public places and in the 
custody of law enforcement. 

In 2018 we will be joining a class action lawsuit filed in Tennessee against the country’s second largest 
private prison operator, alleging the care provided to inmates with diabetes is inadequate and violates 
their 8th Amendment and Americans with Disabilities Act rights. Stay tuned for more information about 
this very soon. 

Also this year we expect to continue the very strong relationship we have with the Transportation Security 
Administration, where significant progress has been made to improve the knowledge of diabetes and the 
security screening process for travelers with diabetes. 

27
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M I S S I O N  I N  A C T I O N

2018 PRIORITIES:  PROMOTE LEGAL ADVOCACY 
SUCCESSES AND CHALLENGES

• Increase recruitment, engagement, and 
diversity of trained school advocates, attorney 
and health care professional volunteers

• Utilize Legal Advocacy victories for new 
revenue opportunities 

• Integrate Legal Advocacy across Association 
activities to increase loyalty and engagement

Raise 
voice

TALKING POINTS

In addition to tackling the tough cases and issues in the areas I just mentioned, we will be focusing on 
adding new volunteers to our ranks and providing the tools for school advocates, attorneys, and health 
care professionals to help us end discrimination. 

This year we will be re-launching a Legal Advocacy Fund to help the Association more strategically raise 
money using Legal Advocacy successes and challenges and to support the work we’re doing. The Fund had 
a soft launch in December with a matching campaign that raised over $40,000. 

28
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RAISING VOICE AS A DIABETES ADVOCATE

29
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M I S SI O N  I N  AC T I O N

BECOME AN ADVOCATE  & RECRUIT  ADVOCATES

Sign up for advocacy updates and alerts at:
– www.diabetes.org/TakeAction

Get timely info on federal & state legislation: 
– Email alerts: know when to RAISE VOICE on 

time-sensitive issues
– Includes message template for contacting 

elected officials 

Raise 
voice

TALKING POINTS

Speak directly to your audience about the importance of their personal engagement:
• Make sure they understand why it is so crucial to speak up about diabetes & public 

policies.  Let them know that many elected officials do not view diabetes as a serious 
issue. (So, we need everyone on board to achieve our advocacy goals!)   

And let your know how easy it can be. 

• “The first step is getting  your voice heard is signing up at  the ADA Advocacy 
Action center, which can be accessed online at: www.diabetes.org/TakeAction”

• Through the Online Action Center advocates from all over the country are 
notified of legislative activity at the federal or state level – including hearings, 
votes, lobby days and important issues - so that they can get involved.

Directly ask your CLB members:  To sign up as an advocate, and  to respond to Action 
Alerts, and then to forward to friends and repost on social media.

4/2/2018
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M I S S I O N  I N  AC T I O N

ISSUE-DRIVEN RECRUITMENT

• Often the most effective way to 
recruit advocates is by asking for 
support on a specific issue.

• Continued focus for 2018:  
Insulin Affordability

• Urge others to sign our petition:
makeinsulinaffordable.org
– PDF for paper petitions available for events

Raise 
voice

TALKING POINTS
Ongoing campaign –the most successful petition drive we’ve ever had.
Online or Print

31
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M I S S I O N  I N  A C T I O N

AMERICAN DIABETES ASSOCIATION ADVOCACY APP

Recruit new 
advocates!

Key Issues in National, State & Legal Advocacy 

-Talking Points:

Let your audience know about that the ADA has a mobile Advocacy app - available to iphone and android 
users. 
The app is a great way to access key advocacy information and sign up new advocates.

Here’s what to tell people about how to sign up:

• If you're an iphone user you can download the app from the Apple App store. If you're an android user, 
you can download the app from the google play store. Either way it's free; just search for "diabetes 
advocacy".

• Once your app is installed, you'll see a button on your home screen that has a red background with the 
image of the US Capitol dome in white. When you access the app, you'll see buttons like you see on the 
left image of this screen.  Each of these buttons leads you to a wealth of up-to-date information on our 
current national, state and legal advocacy priorities.
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www.diabetes.org/congressathome

CONGRESS AT HOME MEETINGS
Our advocates persisted in raising 
voice for our priorities in 2017 –

even in a challenging political 
environment.

Join us in 2018. Sign up today!

TALKING POINTS

One of the best ways to engage Community Leadership Board members is by asking them to join in 
meetings with your local Members of Congress.  Our federal government affairs team counts on advocates 
– arranging meetings back home in their own congressional districts – to carry our key messages about our 
diabetes priorities.  

Our goal is to get more in-district meetings with Members of Congress each year – and not only in August, 
but at other pivotal times in the legislative process, especially in key congressional districts.  

Let your CLB members know that you will be inviting them – later in the year – to meeting with 
legislators, and that their participation as constituents can make a big difference in amplifying our voice 
on capitol hill!

And, when state legislation  or regulatory work is underway – our state government affairs team needs 
the same kind of constituent involvement.  So be sure  your CLB members know how they can support 
our state efforts, too.
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Thank You!  
Sign up: www.diabetes.org/takeaction
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