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Elected officials play a key role in the American Diabetes Association’s fight to Stop Diabetes.  We count 

on their partnership in creating public policies, supporting legislation and funding critical appropriations 

that will make a difference for people living-with and at-risk-for diabetes. We have an ambitious 

advocacy agenda and the Association needs the support of elected officials at all levels.   We work to 

achieve our goals by making sure that elected officials understand the human and economic toll of 

diabetes.   So we ask diabetes advocates to contact their representatives, to share their personal stories, 

and we create opportunities for elected officials to learn more about diabetes and its impact on our 

communities.  
  
The Association wants to encourage staff and volunteers to make the most out of opportunities to build 

positive working relationships with policymakers, including outreach to include them in our events and  

programs, as appropriate.  However, we must do so within the bounds of the law and the respective IRS 

guidelines associated with our 501(c)(3) non-profit status. 
 

ASSOCIATION POLICY: 

The American Diabetes Association can take positions on political issues impacting the diabetes 

community in a non-partisan manner.  However, the association cannot endorse political candidates 

and must avoid the appearance of political campaign activity or invention by the Association. 

 

Therefore, the local market can invite an elected official to an Association event as long as the 

person is invited due to their position as a lawmaker, not as a political candidate. 

 

WHAT TO DO - LOCAL EVENT PLANNERS: 

When you are in the planning stages: 

• Always contact your State Advocacy Director prior to inviting any State or Federal official to an 

Association event or program. 

• In the written invitation to the elected official, be clear that the public official is invited in a non-

candidate capacity. 

• Use the following disclaimer in the invitation, and keep a copy:  

 

Disclaimer: The American Diabetes Association is a tax-exempt organization under section 501(c)(3) of the 

Internal Revenue Code, and federal law prohibits it from engaging in activities that would appear to 

support or oppose any candidate for public office or from allowing electioneering at its events. Thus no 

candidate for public office who agrees to appear at an American Diabetes Association event may consider 

or portray his or her participation as an endorsement by, or support of, the American Diabetes Association 

for that person's election. Nor may that person promote his or her candidacy, engage in activities related 

to that candidacy, or promote (or oppose) the candidacy of any other person running for public office 

while participating in an American Diabetes Association event.  

 

Please do not distribute campaign literature, post campaign banners, or engage in any other activity that 

would promote or oppose an individual in an election. If any resulting footage or photographs taken at the 

event is used by a campaign that appears to indicate that the Association endorses a candidate, the 

Association will issue a public statement to clarify that it did not, in fact, endorse the candidacy. This 

includes depictions of logos, including those that appear on t-shirts, signs, or other event banners.  

 

QUESTIONS? 

If you have a specific issue raised concerning working with elected officials, please contact Meghan 

Riley, Vice President, Federal Government affairs (ext. 4818), or Lisa Murdock, Vice President, State 

Government Affairs and Advocacy (ext. 7415).
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When considering inviting an elected official to an event, make sure to consider the benefit both to the 

Association and to the elected official. Including elected officials can be a great way to try to increase 

media interest for an event; however, to optimize the benefit, your market should be ready to work 

with the elected official’s staff and the media, even before the event.  
 

Always contact your State Advocacy Director prior to inviting any State or Federal official to an 

American Diabetes Association event or program. 

Inviting Elected Officials 

• Always send a written invitation to the elected official with the details of the event and a 

description of their role.  

• Make sure to include the disclaimer language about the American Diabetes Association’s 

501(c)(3) status and remember to keep a copy of the letter. 

• Invite the media. Arrange for them to be present when the elected official attends your 

event. They will be able to record the elected official’s interest in your issue. 

Pre-Event Planning 

• Consider what photo opportunities exist at your event. It can be great publicity to have a 

picture of an elected official with, for example, kids at a Diabetes Camp or at a cooking 

demonstration at a Feria. 

• Before the event, have an Association staff person call the office of the elected official to 

confirm where and when the event is and let them know who will meet them upon their 

arrival. This is an opportunity for the official to learn about the Association and diabetes. 

• If the elected official is currently running for office,  

─ Make sure to remind them not to reference either to his or her candidacy or the 

election since the Association is a 501(c)(3) organization.  

─ Also inform the official and/or their staff that campaign literature, campaign 

banners, pins or activities that would promote or oppose an individual in an election 

are prohibited.  

─ Do not assume the elected official is familiar with the law governing the American 

Diabetes Association’s tax-status. It is Association that would be penalized if the IRS 

rules are violated, not the elected official.  

Day of Event 

• Have a member of the local Community Leadership Board or staff member serve as a point 

person for the elected official so they feel welcomed as soon as they arrive. This person 

should keep their comments to the event talking points and should not lobby the elected 

official about legislative issues. 

• If the elected official is currently running for office, make sure that there is no reference in 

the program about the election of the person’s candidacy. The emcee or moderator should 

NOT refer to candidacy/elections in introduction or other remarks. 
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Example: ADA Market X is located in the state capital. During the state gubernatorial race, 

Lieutenant Governor Y, a candidate, attends a public ADA event, such as Feria or Expo. Mr. G, the 

ADA Community Leadership Board President, acknowledges from the podium the Lieutenant 

Governor’s presence, saying, “We are happy to have joining us today Lieutenant Governor Y.” 

President G makes no reference in his welcome to the Lieutenant Governor’s candidacy or the 

election. ADA Market X has not engaged in political campaign intervention as a result of 

President G’s actions. This is allowable. HELPFUL HINICIALS TO ADA EVENTS 

Example: Mayor G attends an ADA event or program. Mayor G is a candidate for reelection, and 

the event takes place after the primary and before the general election. During the event, the 

event chair addresses the crowd and says, “I am pleased to see Mayor G here today. He has been 

very supportive of the new law to keep kids with diabetes safe at schools. We will need his help if 

we want to make sure this is fully implemented this year in all the schools in our city so please 

support Mayor G in November as he has supported us.” As a result of these remarks, ADA has 

engaged in political campaign intervention. This is not allowed. 

If your event is during an election year,  

• Inform all event staff and volunteers that it is not permissible for campaign literature to be 

distributed at an association event. If anyone sees this happening, they should notify the 

person in charge of the event and tell the person to stop campaigning. 

Post-Event 

• Make sure to send a thank you note to the elected official. This simple step is a great way to 

garner continued good will. 

• Let the Government Affairs team known how things went, so they can acknowledge the 

event participation at a future meeting with the elected official. 

• After the event, if you see any photographs taken at the event used by a campaign, implying 

endorsement from the Association, please notify your State Advocacy Director so that the 

Association can issue a public statement to clarify that it did not, in fact, endorse the 

candidate. 

 

Public Forums 

The presentation of public forums or debates is a recognized method of educating the public. Providing 

a forum for candidates is not, in and of itself, prohibited political activity.  

 

However, a forum for candidates could be operated in a manner that would show a bias or preference 

for or against a particular candidate. This could be done, for example, through biased questioning 

procedures. Or inviting candidate A to a 20 person breakfast meeting, but candidate X to a 3,000 person 

event. On the other hand, a forum held for the purpose of educating and informing the voters, which 

provides fair and impartial treatment of candidates, and which does not promote or advance one 

candidate over another, would not constitute participation or intervention in any political campaign on 

behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office.  

 

If your market is invited to participate in or co-sponsor a public forum or candidate debate, please 

contact your State Advocacy Director to determine whether or not participation in the particular forum 

would be in the Association’s best interest.
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Individual Activity by Association Volunteers or Staff  

As an Association, we want to encourage volunteer leaders to take an active role in advancing 

Association’s advocacy agenda. This may include communicating with elected officials in response to an 

Advocacy Alert or when contacted by Government Affairs and Advocacy staff.  

 

However, representatives of the Association, whether staff or volunteers, under their official capacity 

with the Association cannot endorse or show bias towards a candidate for office. This includes, but is 

not limited to, any indication of support for or opposition to the candidate in letters to the editor or  

op-eds, candidate introductions and communications concerning a candidate’s attendance at an event, 

or linking any Association page to a candidate’s web site.  

HELPFUL HINTS WHEN INVITINGELECTED OFFICIALS TO ADA EVENTS 

Please make sure all staff and Community Leadership Board members are aware of the Association’s 

nonprofit status and the guidelines around elections. If a volunteer leader or staff speaks out or writes in 

support or opposition to a candidate, it must be done in their individual capacity and not in a way that 

implies an endorsement from the Association.  

 

Example: Chairman D is the chairman of the local Community Leadership Board. During a Step Out event 

shortly before the election, Chairman D spoke on a number of issues, including the importance of voting in 

the upcoming election, and concluded by stating, “It is important that you all do your duty in the election 

and vote for Candidate W.” Because Chairman D’s remarks indicating support for Candidate W were made 

during an official organization meeting, they constitute political campaign intervention by Chairman D, 

and, by extension, the ADA.  

 

Volunteers and staff may also volunteer their own time or give their own money to a candidate. 

However, in doing so they should not hold themselves out as a representative of the American Diabetes 

Association, and should not use any Association resources such as telephones, photocopiers or office 

space in supporting or opposing candidates.  

 

Additionally, Association staff and volunteers should not send correspondence on behalf of the 

Association to any elected official or the media unless specifically approved by our Government Affairs 

and Advocacy staff. 
 

Example: At the request of a local coalition, an ADA office signs on to a letter to the U.S. Secretary of 

Health and Human Services supporting federal funding for Healthy Steps program without consulting the 

Government Affairs and Advocacy staff. This is a violation of ADA policy.  

 

Example: A letter is sent on ADA letterhead to a Member of Congress legislation supporting or opposing 

legislation. This was done at the urging of local interests and not at the request of the Government Affairs 

and Advocacy Department. This is a violation of ADA policy.  

 

Questions? 

If you have a specific issue raised concerning working with elected officials, please contact  


